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High-speed networks help businesses make connections

Sue Woodward, the
Infrastructure

managing et o Granada  meeingsand check emal " univorsiy aras kno
Vo of the ko home t the Ol Road Comidos 10 conmect

Andrew Bounds logs \Inlp Project. enye e tnroe. Manchester Access  businesses

on 10 a wide range of  prortis for e comect ot i et e s 103 s cunent

web-based projects

afforaabilty and power. W
want to bring people who create

former in town for che day can bave & broadband link around the A new university campus there

hat
acces to workdwide networks

nelps provide the UK's  Liverpool is lo

n as the is to host an access point for

forthernNet, a £15m superfast

2l boes 3t ta Droadband nebwork itk 168 nnual moslc ndusiy forom sl aréa. "o
peeds, capacity across the north of Manchester

ing to plug in  England
k

The only
this s fnanced by public money

et and bestoquipped photo-
gmphy stuos in the UK
s, former ml\u;

"Gays David
‘snag is that much of - Walter, its founder.

ough its own broadband kmk Tt has already borne. fruit, nother is springing up in
i mometiie iial content  MANAP 8 memberehip: 10 I\le(ﬂaCu)U!\ in Salford. Phil - vith threo creatve and media and cuts are on the v Northorn Quarior 8 b are of
fogether in a place where they owned ‘organisation, established Redmond, & televislon pl agencies producing a World Cup shes its budget deficlt.  former warehousés along Man
What do you need to start a want to be. T s ot termer com.  Save such infasmTughare Wil e asthem: aor ol ‘one facot _ Poe Mean, which is develop- heser’s cansl.
crestve company in the digial "o ave stripped out overy panies in the north and Mid. more imporiant than st face mecting. They met on ing MediaCity, has criticised he | The Neightoirhood, an ani
o thing that might put up the cost lands to space in an age when Google NorthernNet's Northeruknow- Northwest Regional Develop- mation etihe that s worked
B o 2 oo s o & of et his place bocasse zhe e ot o wanime e couid become & broadenst ledge, a website portal for dig- ment (NWDA) and Man. with Sony, Renault and
i ot aocordimg 15 That ot ot "have. o ve. it 1o London, and back A Lime Fretres,  somipany e o end cemive nductrcn hesen e o Tidneng the  omioring o Crads. Twosion

peol the latest media  passed on o ou
development in Manchester While

The £16.5m Sharp Project has _available, g\aswauea smppmg e ¥ Sovinpe

taken the vast former distribu.  containers are

slecronics group ang converted e a
clsentere stat at

v customers.”

[lxed telecoms line to the US
as just been completed, surfac-  big digit

.
e access point helped spac

e Japancss Jost i3 & weuk The 65 waliabie spawm sovera Internet seriice cny ot s Rope
ready filing up

rated but has ow sod has a - Mercedes Clark Simih, proect

Sharp Project, which it regards ~former
ontent arm as well director of NorthornNet nnova: as subsidised competition. How. into its new offce
as zm\monal laree TV studio - ton and Collaboration Projct  ever
Liverpool base. T} mNet will give from £
ol suarier ssomcios an. odge i roativly e

workshop and showroom

b site has. benefited  Called 21, 1t wil also howse
e300

of NWDA funding.  other creatives, including
iy says fhe Sharp dents, attracted by the. 15

JRents providers. Rochdalebased Zen vith a custor of igtl compa- and_ auality, s directos are - Projoct ims to provide afforda: inornet connecton
foot  Internet

and the
chance to collabora with com

t was one of the first and ‘warehouses. or more securely and _ble spae that il create a
oty Whero VA nd inchuding sonvice chargos and 1 how doublin it workfrce to "o toma a0 for MediaCity panies in similar fi
videos v\exe o)\ce housed, con-  1GB broadband access. Thers Is 210 peopl Burniey, i sionty of ware. | The. airports i Manchester  oessasingy. the sector must Ben Davies, managmg direc
l:‘ t will be produced for the 200,000 sq ft of space including B cities o v their ouse Fipe for conversion, hope  and Liverpoolcontnte to grow._ rly on sll. Photolnk a midtor
mputers and DVDs that are  soun stages, cquipment stores  own n roe st 0 exploit transport links {0 cre. “Many Eu Compamios sized advertising and markoting working, creating a neighbour.
od.”

Teplacing them. and a

Digital agencies
add to region’s

marketing

‘club” area where those

mix

Mancheser couneil 1 poling 506 A18nal Chstorsof thlf own. i i casier o 4o to e north  company, nae Some. of the b ho

o intorviow with FowDo, the  northvests  advertsing
Advertising orthves medig ebsle” - Induste,here are
The industry i McCann, Which 16 part of  advertiing businessos and
ll ¢ industry Interpublic, tl\eUSatlvems— rnnsu]zauclss in the region,
thriving, says than half of these

giant, is one of o Emplos Test tham e St
William Hall stays n.\o,mw, adver. Only

tising cluster ncludes
branehes of most of he slo
agen:

he recent launch of ~ bal
Wenlock and Man.
deville, the two

masct on-
don's 2012 Olympics, gives a
clue as to why the north.
w ! be

t can claim to be tl
UK's biggest hub for adver-

B

cal of
region's

marketing sec

Only six have more than
ot

a Bolton-based dig.
o5 such “as  ital ageicy set up by David
Eccles 10 years ago, is bl High fvs: sl of Werlock and Manderil

f th

Employing Just 14 staf it

e mber
of sualler success Stories i the end of last_ year, lost

lighly frag- £21m in its last financial
Tt sdvertising and a

thrhrclrr

tising and_marketing out v
side London. e Manchesiors

While much o the bigh - Code Computer Lov, whiel
profile_design work was has created marketing
done by Iris, a fast gmwmg sistgios and wbtas or
London-baséd brand names rang:
agency. and Boiing's

sl o leading mgual §

media compan Some newcomers
Manchester, _ the have already been
ey bigsest ‘advorian
agency pgliyed an 1mpug swallowed up by
ant behind thesscenes role.  bigger quoted

Wenlock and Mande- Media groups

tour to promote the

Olympic. and " Paralympic _ing from HMY and PZ Cuss

games. ons to Watersto

MeCann Manchester will * Some of the digital new
ing ther + comers, such as Ripplefect,

with their fans through a have already been swal

soctal networking platform  lowed up by bigeer quoted

it has been built with

that has been bullt with the media groups,
aid of Cisco, the US net Trinity Mirror.
working group. Others, such as Flame
“These two mascots have - Digal and dsho, have had
amazing and unique charac- ~th it several
e ™ " "o other maapendents, suh a1

extremely proud to be the MagneticNorth, an_ adviser
digital guardians who will ~to blue-chip clients such as
support their online adven- Kellogg's and Sony Music,
tures over the mext two go from  strength
years,” Sue Little, chief ~strength

According to 2 recent
chester, said in a recent How-Do the

counts Orange among its age
clients, and often finds oy and The
el working i blyger Chse. v orted a o thirds
agencies on projects in New drop in its 2009 pre-tax pro
York and Pari, its, to £1.47m.

often work with peo;  Charlotte = Thompson,

le we hav business development direc
Livs e Btes, “Conversa. tor of BIL, an independent
thons can start via emal, Manchester agency whose
phone or even 1 foon hotes

clients include Hil
Bags e Sou had o have ahd Aadi. semaine uppear
a physical presence [over- about the longer-term pros-
seas] are long gone. ects for the region’s adver
Fudgs is undaunted by~ tising secta
le of 1 ton_ i

the scal o the competition o higlights  recent
o Londonbes examples. rth-vest
o Rougtly 1t its buil— Shonies winning sgainet
ness strong London_competition
eide The morihwest, and  TBWA and The Chopern

it Is picking up an tncreas tive Group and. BJL and

ing amount from London Typhoo

and overseas. “It was a commonly held
The agency is one of the view that the capital had

survivors in @ sector which the best talent, which is

has probably shed 800 jobs why the top brands went

in the recesson. The yecent - there;” says Ms Thompson
results of the handful of _ But she sees signs s is
and a regional

aue ervices changing,
rnmp«mes S et o 1 e
northwestunderlines
the difficult times facing Chic
many agencies i the and o thor resional mme<
regior joasting
Modia Square, which reputations and clon
moved s head ofce hom Seor MeCubbin, of desn
Macclesfield to London at agency Glorious Creative,

Profile 2ergo dials into mobile services revolution

Thousancs of US soccer fars il be
tapping nt ther mable ph
stay on top of the action in
ot Word Gup i South Amca -
thanks to the technology of Zerg
S I s T e
MediaGiyUK e than tree mies
's city centre.

e e
to South Afrca, a free iPhone.
application provided by 2ergo to Fox
Soccer Channel. It provides the latest
news, stats, play-by-play information
and video clps of thi favourte

I L G L
Srong”, says Numis, gving
potertl for  “sgnfcart D
2ergo's revenues at some point
Bt Barry Sharples, bergos co <l
owcutve, s conscous that tho tock
market remains suspicious about it
B i hat
any company providing disruptive and
rapstormatioral technelogy soltlons
ke 2050 s breaking and
come many hurdles
Defre coceptanes:. ne s
ans convinced that

e explosion in the use of moble
smart phones, and the downloading of
applications (apps). are revolutionising
the way busineses commuricate it
ing to Google, the US intemet
e T 2n moble
subscribers in the world who c:
i e e e
compared with Lo lptop users with
teret
Shrples and Neale Graham,
two teecoms G i
Zergo in 1999, regard the mobie
e i e
Business remots cortror’, which can
provide eveything that the user neecs
in nnectivity ar
e
2ergo's products and senvices are
baing used by blue chip customers.
ranging from Oz, Orange and
Vodafone, the UK's three largest
mobill network operators, to Procter &
Gamble, the consumer goods
conglomerate. and Guardan Media
oo

company has invested
slgnm-:ant\y in an effort o captaise on
boom in mobie services n sor

Ringing endorsement: Barry Sharples

of the fastest growing regions in the
workd, Recent acqisions mean It now
s offces in Mancheste, Lon

Washington, b
Mumbai, Sydney ke
1t has won  fouryear conir

ct i
London o povide mobile
Informatin for 5 Sbrvplus passengers
it s expanding into India
there are some 500m mobile
th numbers st growing by some
s revenues jumped from less

i S.Sm when it floated in 2004, to
£326m n 2008, Howewer, st year

\ lesale busin
taff have increased from 82 to 177
v the past year, and the company

Sine o ok rogress v the
past sx months

mpany’s broker, is
e T e
revenues, to £29m, next year.
Underlying demand and customer

technology with blue chip clients
around the world, providing

‘unprecedented service levels", which
has helped 2ergo develop a client base
which pays regular monthly
management fees to access its
services.

Mbie commuricaions is highly
complex, which has pror
perfect environment to develnn “our
inque teclogy. ays M Sharples
The increased comp S
P e A
over the past 10 years means that the
barriers to entry have risen for
prospective competitor

Against this Backkopof proren
abilty, extensive intellectual property,
and the raising of a competitive bar,
o arc conficent of our long term

s s o] e
schieved by woring with 2050
harne Tl el
e

William Hall

sgmees, “When national ter's ronaissance a5 an
brands  such HMV, advertsing and marketing
Watorstoncs and_British hu the imminent
rvays are Zorointing Tlaundh of the s0earon
northwest _ agencies, Manchester Publicity Asso-
ave to viow that as a_ ciation (MPA), chaired by
Drcakthrondn® by says Mike Perls, founder of MC2,
Another sign of Manches- a public  relations and

the London 2012 Olympics and Paralympics mascots, from the official ilm launched last month

marketing services agency. _Only by geting all the
AP membersh, ool horibovest medis and cron
lo 4000 by the vearend e bsineses taiking and

and create an organisation together
that can champion, the S e e
Horthwest on @ rogional, really take off, savs. Mr
Rational and global seale. ~ Ferls

That’s what you call a
dramatic performance

The digital and creative ind: nEngla MediaGi e Europ:
Northwest have outperformed the UK e

s international reputat
r games and animatic
ast, ICT and digital mi
e key departments
ding Children’s and Sport to
Vnmu(‘n UK in Salford Qu:

Manches — Cheshire—Lan

global developments in S
The Nortn

er and Sony Computer Entertainmer
its

international scale. To find out
englandsnorthwest.com

*
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Creative & Digital Industries in North-West England

Cultural talent from across

Who's Who

Andrew Bounds
profiles big names
Fom flm, 1V, music,
literature and radio

e north-west seems to
riters,

mpact on the
industries they work in today

Film

Danny &
e Oscar-winning film

ector st et stroni

links with his home in Greater

Manchester,although most of

n Hollywood.

AR Wil ight eadeomy
vards imdog

Millionaire, he took on

tholic social clul
is now being lined up
direct the opening ceremony of
the Olympics. Organisers
reportedly wanted his talent for
grand spectacle but there is no-

who worked on Coronation
Street and screenplays such as
Welcome to Sarajevo and 24
Hour Party People.

™v

Paul Abbot
The sorts m«  has produced
cluding
e Bleas(lale hm 1e\v s
Paul Ahhnn uumm Mo ho
started like many o
Coronation var and then
eated a string of successful
Cores Such i Cocking 91, the
latest beng Shamees,
h e communitios
in worklosoclass Manchoster
e is working on Shameless
USA. He has his own TV
production company that
s Shameless in south
Manchostn ane sponds penty
of time in the regon. Stae of
. his TV drama,

adapted into a film starring
Russell Crowe. Along with
Jimmy MeGovern, with whom

hetped keep sl e tradiion
of gritty British TV drama in a
multimedia age.

Jason Manford
The tradition of working men's
clubs has produced many

fine comics, who hone
thelr skills

tooghet aupenees
around.

While the likes of
Bernard Manning

entertainment, rich in
puns and double

a8

entenres. Manitord. a bury laa
with a chummy style wh
adopts an everynan per ona,
d the power of oneliners
om the likes
Norecambe and cvmn Ken

it was Peter Kay
softspoken Beltonian, b
m to perform. When

Lu\\suur at

Manchester
comedy club

Artful artistes (clockwise from

bott, Peter

Paul Ab Hool
Sir Paul McCartney (below left),
Danny Boyle (below right)

after the booked act did not
turn up,

Music

Peter H

el o the Mdcheser ey
Poter Hook, the Ni

bassis helped Brmsh m\\slc
Hevirons age and on o da
music, and now DJs around the
world, Salford-bon

permanent fixture in

Bivision and New Order with
school friend Bernard Sumner.
He was left to pick up the
pioces am-. the Hacienda club,

He has just pub]hhed a book,
How not to run
detilng the xponince.

was as we were
comctmed 1 was histry

a club, FAC251, just down the
road ffom the Hacienda, which

From classical to rock, artistes
strike a chord with audiences

Mus
Andrew Bounds tunes
in to a production line
of rhythm and talent

On a balmy summer evening
several
s the:

a live relay from the
Bridgenaier Bl n Manchester
What could provoke such excite
ment at a venue known for the

contemporary _composer,  to
orchestrate the band’s work
The collaboration summed
the pover of music I tho orih.
est, a production line not just
of great pop bands but classical
musici
A year earlier, it had been
Liverpool's turn, when Sir Paul
MeCartmey  rocked - Anfield,
of Liverpool Football
Chi, a8t o1 the citys coe
brations as European capital of
culture, i classical work e
Cor Meum was also_perforr
at Liverpool's o ente

.wrmnnl s the Philbar
monic and the McCartney-
spongored L ivarpont Inamule
v the Performing Arts. Mai
e hoste T r(om Northe

of Chothams, says four fifths of
its 300 students g0 on to vork in

n play
ing i orchenran i o aot
school where  yoi [t

Founded n 1659, Chetham's
was a failing grammar school in

1969, when a group of teachers
decided to

hool:“pupi
Selected “purely_on musica
potential. A quarter come fro

the region and 10 per cent from

The school is undergoing a
£27m refurbishment that will
arate new learl\mg rooms and
 hall to house the free
Innrhtvmr Concorss " shat the
pupls giv
T will als0 open its mediaeval
heart to visitors. The campus

17th century, when it was built
in the hope that Manchester
would become England's - third
university after Oxford and

Cambridee
That honour went to Durham
bt showe. that Manchostor did
not lack ambition even in those
s. “Manchester is a vibrant
to

creative city and it is an as
be here,” says Ms Hickman.
Few areas of the world have
the rich musical heritage of the
north-west.
Wiile Manchester and Liver
pool have had their fair share of
bands, from The Be«ues to the
jutons, even smaller towns are
eondie” o tatont Wiean. oo
duced the Verve, Northwich the

Vasily Petrenko with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic

p—

Ctalatans and Blackpool has
e Boots, the UICs answer to
Eady Goo
nhem e, such as The

we b

Homally headed for Lomdon once
imade i, but Pl Coen, of

In the City inual Manch

the
ter music con lr)rnre says that
15 2o longer necesea

Morth.west has. lacked

There is a campaign
to turn Birkenhead's
grandiose former
town hall into a fitting
tribute to DJ John Peel

the infrastructure. There
Wworen't tho agents, the manag.

ices. If you wante
media Jawyer you went to Lan
‘musicians and
Gince tesmmiol Supenise were
there too.
To see a music company, you
r and

mped in a car
Shepherd’ Bush.

The rogon is gining criica
mass. A lot of bands will bas
Themscives. in the northes
now the infrastructure is here.

Tony Wilson, who with his
partner Yvaite Livesey founded
In_ the o1,
than o o okt thah cnur«A
mass. s Factory empie
19805 and 1990s spanne
e e e DI e b
continued to promote bands on
Granada TV

He helped foster bands such

Happy

as New Order
Mondays and_inspiret d others
such as e Stone Rose

City still L:\undle;
bands. rom Ousis 16 the Avci
Nonkeve. Acks that paye thre
have produced 17 mumber one
singles and 47 number one
albums, Some 19, have been

ed for the Me:

uede, Badly Drawn Boy and
e At Monoye. Thirieon
have shared 34 Brit Awards.

Only 30 of the 5,000 acts that
apply to play at In the City are
e

Liverpool has its own Sound
City fostival and.the free Mat
thew Street Festival, which last
year attracted 300,000 people.
You can still listen to bands in

the Cavern Club, where th
Beatles started out, and though

supe
fostiva, remains one of the most
popular in the UK.
uMhere is more fo como. The
black music
\nll e eld in the ity this yeor,
only the second time they have
it London.

And there is a_campaign to

roadcast for
Defore i death 0
bral bands suc
PJ Harvey and

o spoce mu
workshops and academy, the
Johin Peclarchive, business and

ntre, a wedding
aml Conforence vene.

remained

Never Walk Alone”

is now apartments. He is also

making money with the rights | and defiant lyrics could

to the Factory and Hacienda | mined from a seam stretching
sher

brands, with clothing and other

Mill. However, her chippiness
be

back through Liam Gallg

the region

and produced a welcome video
for the city's pavilion at the
Expo 2010 in Shanghai. The
Beatles draw hundreds of
thousands of tourists to the
ity eve

help keep the famous Mersey
ferries running.

Literature

Carol-Ann

A Seot by birth but a

Mancunian by profession, Dulty

is one of a

e o the e

fashionable agatn, She has also

written successful plays. She

was made Poet Laureats in

2009, the first woman to attain
moved to

st mmmcmmm; suld)«mE
ot bt na mmpl\r'xtrd
way,” she says, which
crplatn e popularity.

Radio
Mark Radcliffe and

tuart Maconie

Long before MediaCity, the

awardwinning radio duo dig

more than anyone to put BBC

Manchester on the map. Their
d

products,
o Ting Tings
Manchester
moves 1n waves :md namg the
f the

Martino. They met when Ms

White was fresh out of school
in Wigan and began wrking in
an arts complex in Salford

known as the Mill, where they

themsshes the “Sonny ana
of Salford Pre

of Osss, an Brown, of
Shone Roscs o ark £ Smith
of The Fall. Thelr second
album is being recorded in
Berlin.

Sir Paul McCartney
He may have left
Liverpool for London
in th lno 1905, but
s nflue

Toanen Liverpoel
Institute for the

Performing Arts
and is the goto s
man for any big

W Maconie's BBC
Radio Six show fills a
gap lef

i
music they pressed heir irst
single, 20075 “Thats Not My | when

" by hand. They don't | it was
by unmage o ther nort-west | Buropean
ancestry Capital
Sicovered Tho Smithe when | of

Johnny Marr, the 1980s group's | Culture
guitarist, rented space at the | in 2008

o cultural event
est wadition of indie | in the city. .-;\nj'
He played o,

death of John
Peel, the

Merseyside
born DJ,

Games industry Underground niche is now mainstream

‘The games industry has quietly become as.
ubiquious 25 the fim indusry and th nort-west
has equally quietly
e e e
for the title of Britain's games industry capital.

The U

many independent developrs that fesd ito It and
iher cent
ins a beacon for the global games

devlopment MLty and e nenea ne e
& cretie hub witin he UK scen for many

says Michael Denny, who is based in
Liverbool and Is semor wce presicent of Sony
Computer Entertainment

RS TRE e

Workdvid. accordg to Expertan the cata services

oot raport by Businss Link.a pubec sector
s e e
magasin abot i nortf west’s creative Scane
Noted that it was a mainstream industry — even if
o

N lorger £ It n ‘underground niche occupied
iy iy e weating,
g heanagas who wodkn khow what 1
real word ook e were m o depeted  phce
on an HDTV
Trese dve e B, g pusiness - n many
ways cetany firancill = and it comparable

with

e iy, o can' sseaps vk
e e ot
The nornvest positon oves much to ary
e
Feherngton nd
i i
Intobatte
gsyyogs i Tonslers
desred Koutstord
o erne coters kes games
such as the ZX Such a8 Lego
Starars
Soectum. Lo

e ing:
launched by Psygnosis
in 1991, is estimated to
L
The two sold th
company to Sony and Mr
Hetherington went on to
found Evolution in Runcorn,
whih he also lter sod 0 the
apansse g

rends threaten
S e e

compan
ohotsed e Uk o ake 2
place st barind the US and
Japan in the league table.
Data recently published by
M2 Research show that there

ety between late 2508 and

2009, ccording to Tga, the umbrells by for the
UK games in
etk A e
lossas Eurape accounied o 13 per ot o
reduncancis with the UK making up €15
of the European total. Conversely, ]
2 mere 2 per cent of layoffs
idoswiich crested Tomb Reicer, cosed s
Manchester development studios in 20
S i A ere
ensive country in the worid in

e e

R s
to mest £2m in Sony i a tranng programme to
ensure it maintains its centres, which cre:

et i il s i ihan

e ey D
R IR B e B e
NUWDA grant as alowed i
positon I the nortis mpioy 700
peopl. Cur people T i the o west
lie at the heart of our plans.

More such doals may be necessary, 2 foregn

mpanies becorme maeasmgw aomm t - the
secnnﬂ trend threateing the
b e R
of the n dependent UK T
e b et i
value in our studios and intelectual

Broperty than we o cursales, Well end up bing
a work-for-hire natio

e e i GG
Juice and Juice 2 racing games, is owned by Los
Angelesbased THQ, Warner Brothers has bought

Travellers Tales in Knutsford, which makes the
el e e vl
Liverpoo Bizare Creations, wii
s & T m.wsmn the
Sarta monica based créater of Guar

Jdon Waish, Liverpool stuo ead f mr Rednubt

‘The people with the best ideas don't know how to
el thom oter
mpany is now owned by Rebelion, an
Ontor bt sy i is ane of the fow with
deep enough pockets to make acaisitions.
okt i 1. oy busaas 0 per cent
T e el

" Waish bogan testing games for
Evu\utmn at 14 and joined it straight from
chool. He says there s a dearth of talent,
s Lt cosE
< lack basic skils.
D bike Lin thre
are 61 video games course
afer at UK uiversies, but only
four are accredited by Skilset,
the skills council for the creative
industry, and o taken seriously.
by the games industry.

and telling pupils if they want
es designers they
need good maths and
Englsh. The rest we can
teach them

Andrew Bounds



